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- STRSUPASTORM

Resolution Is Feared.

DEMANDED CHANCELLOR
TAKE A DEFINITE STAND

_ Majority Leaders Not Inclined to

o

-

Grant “Elbow Room™ on “No-
Annexation” Policy.

By the Assocliated Press.

COPENHAGEN, August 25 —Yester-
day's session of the maln commiites of
the relohstag was productive of further
declarations and discusstons regarding
‘Chancellor Michaelis” attitude on peace,
which the latest German papers con-
‘strue variously. A careful perusal of
the mass of reports and comments on
the committes meetings yesterday and
“Wednesday shows that Dr. Michaslls
‘throughout conferences with party

 Jeaders did not change his attitude re-
garding the wording of his ambiguous
speech of July 19, and the situation
as far as pinning him dows %o any defi=
mite peace program remains exactly
where It was when he assumed office.
It was brought out in the report of

jority party rep tives =
ored before the reichstag meeting, July
19, to secure from him- definite assur-

Herr Erzherger’s View.
Herr w. the centrist leader,

n—-m fn yvesterday's committes

h ty
the chancellor is un-|
opinion of the writer.

Accuse Pan-Germans.

g ' representing the major-
ity party accuse the pan-Germans of

attempting to use Chancellor Michaelis

as a “battering ram” against the coal-
relying for suctess for their tac-

préss warfare which has
‘Wedneaday's flurry.

Much of this comment mhkes engrosa-

ing reading, and the outside world may

mhﬁo possession of it when the

economic problems.

To the socialist and radical press In
Germany Wednesday's political crisis
not altogether unwelcome, asm they
it tends to clear the intolerable
and to force Chancellor Mich-
show his eolors in the cam-
which the pan-Germans, con-
es and army and navy groups
waging, ostensibly with his sup-
port, against a peace without annexa-
and indemnities.

The crisls was precipitated by
speeches at the of the main
committee of the reichstag, made by
Dr. Edward David, the socialist leader,
and Mathias ger of the center

. They cl;::. that Dr. Michaelis

ng adhesion to the

relehstag resolution of July 19 Intro-
t.h: all-important and gratifying

As 1 interpret it,” ﬂags.tnst his
majority parties
hlnunzt in t.hnh:nllmlnnry
on8 that he con-
templated such limitation. =

5

]
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The speakers pointed out tha
comservatives and pan : tl?:
cluding such prominent personages as

Count Schwerin, president of th
¢ Prus-

on the basis of the
resolution. The semi-official
news agency colored its news service

-duw

miu

liberals as it was disagreeadble to the
majority parties. "

Charges Duplicity.

After recess the radical-soclalist
George Lebebour, returnmed to the
charge, declaring that the revelations
regarding peace conditions as pub-
lished by James W. Gerard, the former

American ambassador to Berlin, were a
further proof of the duplicity of the

n ce policy.

Count ﬁadrlch von Westarp, con-
servative, eontended that the resolu-
tion had eonly a harmful effect and
, must thrown overboard. Peace, he
+ declared, should be concluded on the
basis of Germany's militaty wvictories.

FPurpose of Chancellor.
LONDON, Adgust 25.—Despite Ger-

man official denials, says the Amsterdam

correspondent of the Exchange Teld-
graph Company, the German news-
papers assert that Chancellor Mi-
chaelis has declded to make Alsace-
Lorraine a federal duchy, with Her-
zog von Urach, a member of the third
ducal line of the Wurttemberg house,
the reigning duke. A majority of the
Alsatian members of the reichstag are
said to have approved the decision.
Special dispatches from Amsterdam
represent the =cene in the reichstag
main committee ‘"Wednesday over
Chancellor Michaells' attitude on the
meace resolution as a storm which
would have resulted 'in ousting him
from office In a democratic country.
According to these accounts, Dr. Mi-
chaelis was challenged to explain his
{?al attitude toward the peace resolu-
on.

Laborious Explanation.

Mr. Michaelis, in replying, made a la-
borious explanation, in which, while
approving the genera)l ®pirit of the res-
olution, he said differences of opinlon
were possible regarding the details, and
he had, in fact, noted such differences
among the majority parties. This pro-
voked an outburst on the part of the
representatives of the majority parties,
in the name of which Herr Friedrich
Ebert, socialist leader, made a declara-
tion practically charging the chancel-
lor with falsehood.

Herr Ebert said the majoritles com-
pletely agreed about the significance of
the resolution, which was unmistak-
able, and they insisted that the govern-
ment prosecute a definite peace policy.
After the luncheon interval the chan-
cellor, it is said, again accepted the
spirit of the peace resolution, but mem-
bers were greatly dissatisfied. The ma-
jority parties met immediately after
adjournment of the main committee and
later visited the chancellor.

The Tageblatt says the affair is not
merely of passing importance, nor can
it be glossed over by a few amooth
phrases. The paper contends it is clear
that Chancellor Michaelis has not suf-
ficient authority to control the =situa-
tion, chiefly because he . was chosen
without the popular representatives
having been consnlted.

CALIFORNIAN IN PLACE
ON KING’S HONOR LIST

z.l._iﬁmnﬁuctaﬁnev(‘.m-
panions of Honor of Order of
the British Empire.

By the Assoclated Press.

LONDON, August 25.—The first list of
those on whom the king has conferred
the newly created orders of “com-
panions of homor"” and “order of the

n fssued last nl

h is a comparatively short one, is
headed by Lieut. Gen. Jan Christian
Smuts and Includes K. B. Quinan of
California, who is mentioned for “spe-
cial work in connection with the ex-
plosives supply of the ministry of mu-
nitions." i

Others who have obtalpfd the com-
panions of honor for vyfious activities

in fon with the war include:
Henry Gosling, ‘presifient of the Trans-
port Workers eration: Mar-

chioness of Langdowne, Sir Heriry Bab-
ington Smiths Sir F. 8. Wettenham,
joint directpr'of the Press Bureau: Mrs.
Tennant, there, better known
as Violet Markham, author and for-
merly director and assistant director
of the women's section of the National
Service Department: Willlam J. Davis,

Brass Workers and Metal Mechanics'

E:{im: G. J. 'War:le.A l;htionnl Union of
waymen, an exander Wilkie,
Shipwrights' Union.

There are fifty-two names of men on
the list who executed some action re-
quiring coolness and courage. Sev-
eral women receive medals for fighting
fires In munition factories and others
for continuous work in the factories
while the men named include old men:
who, having retired, returned to their
benches at the outbreak of the War,
and shipwrights who executed repairs
to warships during action.

AIRMEN BIG FACTORS
IN BATTLE OF VERDUN

Keep Advancing Infantry in Con-
stant Touch With Post éomma.nd-
ant, Enduring Many Hardships.

PARIS, August 25.—The brilliant
work of French aeronauts was a factor
of decisive Importance in the battle
of Verdun, according to Georges Prade,
an aviation authority, who witnessed
the French attack this week as a
representative of the Journal. He says
that Gen, Guillaumat cut all red tape
and did away with discouraging de-
lays as regards recognition of valor,
and placed at the disposal of the
aviators’ commander a number of
crosses of the leglon or honor, for the
purpose of decorating a pilot who per-

formed a remarkable feat a

he landed. * s
Extraordinary results were obtained.
Pursuit planes gave such thorough pro-
tection that not a single service plane
was lost. The only losses were among
the pursuit planes. The aviators flew
80 low in accompanying the advance of
the infantry that three of them were
cut in two by French shells. though
the telephone limes had been fut and
messengers were stopped by gas bar-
rages, the infantry never lost touch
with the post commandant as the
aviators regulated their advance and
the barrage fire of the artillery,

TO INCREASE AVIATION CORPS.

Military Colleges Asked to Supply
. Officers for Service.
Bpecial Dispatch to The Btar.

and now in charge of aviation, the authm?.r
ities at St. John's Military College are
todey engagedl in select three

| statement of today follows:

FORTIFED WORKS
THAEN BY FRENCH

Further Progress Scored Near
‘Bethincourt on the
Verdun Front.

BRITISH GAIN AT LENS

Having gained their principal ob-
jectives on the Verdun front, the
French are completing their victory by
local attacks to round out and secure
their new lines. Profiting by the cap-
ture of Hill 304 yesterday, they ad-
vanced last night to the north of it.
Three fortified works in the vicinity of
Bethincourt were stormed.

Renewal of fighting in the Cham-
pagne may be forecast by the state-
ment in the official French report that
vielent artillery engagements are in
progress there. In Belgium alsg, in
the vicinity of Bixschoote, the big guns
are heavily engaged.

No further infantry actions on a
large sale are reported by the British,
although they were successful in minor
operations last night. A German trench
position west of Lens, of local impor-
tance, and a post near Lombaertzyde
were captured with prisoners. Near
Epehy, northwest of S5t. Quentin, there
is Increasing activity, with heavy ar-
tillery fighting under way.

French Official Report.

By the Assoclated Press.

PARIS, August 25.—The official state-
ment of today follows:

“In Belgium there were rather vio-
lent artillery engagements In the region
of Bixschoote.

“South of St. Quentin our detach-
ments penetrated a German trench yes-
terday evening and brought back thir-
ty-one prisoners. Another raid west of
Pnatheon also resulted in the taking of
prisoners.

“In the Champagne the artillery fight-
ing became Intense in the region of
the heights. Enemy surprise attacks
near Vauquois and northeast of Avo-
court were completely repulsed. On
the left bank of the Meuse our troops
made new progress north of Hill 304
In a brilliant action last night they
carried three fortified works in the
vicinity of Bethincourt. The number of
unwounded prisoners taken on the left
bank of the river yesterday was 450.
This brings up the total to 8,101.

“The night was calm on the remain-
der of the front.”

Slight Gain at Lens.

LONDON, August 25.—The official

“By successful attacks carried out
with slight casualties last night west

of Lens we captured a short length of
German trench of some local impor-
tance.

“We also captured an enemy post
during the night in the neighborhood
of Lombaertzyde and secured a few
prisoners and a machine gun. There
was considerable artillery aclivity
learly this morning east of Epehy.”

mmm"

The Germans Jin viclant attacks with
fresh effectives along the Ypres-Menin
road have driven out the British ad-
vanced forces from positions captured
in Wednesday's flghting, according to
the official communication issued by
the war office last evening. Flerce fight-
ing continues in this region. The Ger-
mans have lost heavily under the fire
of the British guns. The communica-
tion says:
““This morning the enemy strongly
counterattacked with fresh troops the
positions gained by us on Wednesday in
the nelghborhood of the Ypres Aenin road.
He repeated his assaults with great vio-
lence throughout the day and foreed back
our advanced troops.
“Flerce fighting has taken place in the
Invernesa Copse and the Glencorse Wood
and still is continuing. Numerous concen-
trations in this area have been dealt with
effectively by our artillery. The enemy's
losses in the stubborn fighting which has
taken place all day are heavy.

“We advanced our lines slightly during
the night southeast of St. Julien and took
several prisoners.”

‘Berlin Reports Reverse.

BERLIN, August 25, via London.—

@ German line on the northern
fringe of Herenthag wood, in the re-
gion of the Ypres-Menin road, has been
pushed back somewhat by the British,
the war office announces. The Ger-
mans are reported to have captured
Billemont farm, south of Vendhuille.

Cites American Fliers :
for Their Bravery in
Battling the Germans

By the Associated Press,

GRAND HEADQUARTEERES OF THE
FRENCH ARMY, THURSDAY, August
25.—The Lafayette Squadron, composed
of American airmen enlisted in the
French aerial service, was cited in
army orders Thursday for its courage
and spirit of sacrifice. The citation,
which is signed by Gen. Petain, com-|
mander-in-chief of the French armles
operating on the French front, follows:

“The squadrilla composed of Ameri-
can volunteers, who have come to fight
for France in the pure spirit of sacri-
fice, has fought incessantly under the

command of Capt. Georges Thenault,
who formed it for an ardent fight
against our enemies. In wvery severe

combats it has pald the price of serious
losses, which, far from weakening,
have increased its morale.

“The squadrilla has brought down
twenty-eight enemy airplanes., 1t has
aroused the profourd admirazion of
commanders who have had i1 under
their orders, and also of French squad-
rillas which are fighting beside it and
have desired to rival it In valor.”

France Honors Petain,
Defender and Savior
of the Citadel Verdun

PARIS, August I25.—DMinister of War
Painleve has addressed u warm letter of
thanks to Gen. Petiain, commander-in-chief
of the French armies on the French front,
congratulating him, his officers aad thier
rdm.'n on their recent triumph before Ver-

un.
“You, whom history already recognizes
as the glorious defenders of Verdun,” says
the letter, “have now achleved your aim
by definitely driving the enemy from the
crown of heights from which he still
threatened the inviolate city.”

The letter adds that the Grand Cross of
the Legion of Honor has been conferred
on Gen. Petain. The decree conferring this
distinction ends wtth‘thq brief but elo-
quent “He defended and saved
Verdun.”

Pittaburgh Packing Plant Burned.
PITTSBURGH, Pa., August 25 —_Over
500,000 pounds of meat valued at $150,-
000 were consumed in a fire which last

the Hammond Packing Company. The
fire Iz believed to have originated in a
room where some meats were being
smoked. The efforts of the city’s entire

night gutted the Plttl__burzh plant of | gal
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D. C. GUARDS DUE
FOR HARD TRAINING

Other Units Soon to Join Bat-
tery A at Camp McClel-
lan, Anniston. .

FULL QUOTA BY AUGUST 30

Special Dispatch to The Btar.

CAMP McCLELLAN, Anniston, Ala.,
August 25.—Other units of the Na-
tional Guard of the District of Colum-
bia probably will join Battery A of
the fleld artillery here next week
and begin gquick, hard, intensive train-
ing for the fighting in Europe.

With the srrival of Maj. Gen. C. G.

will be twenty-six officers in the di-
vision headquarters with Gen. Morton.
Many Army doctors slready have re-
ported here. They will work In the
big base hospital which 8 to occupy

seventy bulldings.
Getting all the troops destined for
Camp McClellan at their slten t\v‘i‘ll
pedite the completion of the
E::e':;l{ne; permit the early beginning
of actual tralning for the war. This
is understood to bhe the desire of Gen.
Morton, and it is likely that he will de-
clare the camp ready for husiness as
soon as he has inspected it.

Ready for Full Quota August 30.

Col. 1. W. Littell of the Quartermaster

Corps, In charge of all cantonment
construction, has directed that the An-
-niston camp be read;:o to receive Its
full quota by August 30.

Alt%ough no official orders have been
received for the movement of the re-
maining units of the District Guard,.|
the announcement of the date when
the camps will be in readiness to re-
celve them practically assures that the
units will be ordered to entrain before
September 1.

Tpher! |s good authority for the state-
ment that the New Jersey troops may
be withdrawn from Camp McClellan
and that an entire division may be
formed of New Jersey men. Fourteen
thousand men. are already In that
state’'s fighting force and onmly 5,000
more are needed to bring it to division

th.
“{‘sgghintlon soldiers from Battery A
of the field artillery were called upon
for the first skirmish yesterday and
captured prisoners.

]I:ieut. (?hand!er Sprague, ald to Gen,
Gaither, led a squad of eight District
of (olumbia privates and a corporal in
a sortie against watermelon thieves
here last Wednesday. Farmer Fornby,
who lives not far from the camp, found
his melor patch all chopped up last
Wednes® .y. Faces and legends " had
been ¢. s ved in the melons and the
ground was covered with rinds. He
estimated the damage at about $200
and reported it to Gen. Gaither.

Lieut. Spragug concealed his men
around the field Wednesday afternoon,
covering them with leaves 8o they

looked like melon vines. They lay in
wait about an hour and then caught
eight soldiers trying to get away with
two melons apiece. The captives were
court-martialed today, and Capt. Weigle
of Company H, 1lst Regiment, was a
member of the court. Gen. Galther has
determined that soldiers who misbe-
have shall be punished heavily. He is
determined to make for Camp MceClel-
lan a reputation in the community for
decency and soldierliness.

Figuges in Amusing Incident.

A District of Columbia soldler also was
the principal in an amusing incident
which tried his courage.

A large bear belonging to the Vir-
ginia militia, encamped next to Bat-
tery A, broke his chain and started out
to rald the battery commissary. Thanks
to the vigilance of the szentry, Private
Archibald Powers, the food supply was
saved. The bear was said to be ex-
tremely viclous, so when [t did not
halt when challenged by “Frogs" (the
pet name for Archie), he leveled his
gun and fired at the bear, striking him
in the fore leg. Then the bear, frantic
with pain, reafed on his hind legs and
charged. “Frogs" fired again, and just
as the bear was within arm’'s length
he fired once more, and another steel
jacket sped on its way, and this one
ended the career of teddy bear.

The pet animal was buried with mili-
tary honors, even though he was &
thief and would-be murderer. The men
of the batiery had charge of the inter-

ent.
mlt {s hardly necessary to msay, “Frogs"
is quite the most envied man in camp,
and all the rookies are simply hang-
{ng on his neck. Frogs is very modest,
Corp. E. G. Gross, in expressing the
satisfaction of Battery A men today,

d:
“The natives here are very friendly
and extend to us every courtesy. We
are getting very good food and the
existing conditions are really no worse

fire-fighting force were uired t
confine the fames to the o:.qbll.llim.?

than we snticlp,tad. therefore there

Army befome the mvwm%ﬁ-T

| planning dfscussed it as a probability ves-
!terds,v. The statement at the White House

is no grumbling. v

REPORTS ON MISSON
TOTHE ONTED STATE

Herman L. ¥. Lagercrantz Predicts
Sweden and America Will Agree
. on Export Controversy.

By the Associated Presa.

STOCKHOLM, August 385.—Herman L.
F. Lagercrantz, ex-Swedish minister to
the United States, expressed satisfac-
tion at the result of his visit to Ameri-
ca, where he went as a special envoy
In connectlon with etports.

“All the officials I dealt with showed
the greatest consideration and cour-
tesy,” sald Count Lagercrantz, “and I
have reason to believe a foundation has
been laid for obtaining a seatisfactory

outcome of the negotiations which will
now be continued. There is in America
an opinion that Sweden has been feed-
ing Germany and is still doing so, but
I am glad to say American high offi-
¢izty T hmve mét know better. -

“The American way of administering
the rationing of the allies and neutrals
has my admiration. It is wonderful
how quickly the Americans learffed to
deal with the task now facing them.
There is no doubt the Swedish govern-
ment will handle the negotiations from
a practical point of view without in-
sisting upon formal judicial points. You
can be sure that from this side the
greatest willingness to obtain a posi-
tive result will be shown.

“I am now going to stay over here
for some time, but the negotiations in
America will be continued by Hjalmar
Lundbohm, a prominent business man,
who will sail soon. I trust 1 have made
clear to the people in office that our de-
mand for necessities is bona fide, and
that we are not acting as o medium for
supplying America’s enemies -with any
such things as we want from her.”

PRESIDENT NOT TO MAKE
ANY ADDRESS ON PEACE

White House Authorizes Denial
Speech Will Be Made to Congress
Coincident With Reply to Pope.

Talk In Congress that President Wilson
might possibly address the national body
on the subject of peace when he makes
reply to Pope Benedict's proposal was
effectually ellenced today, when the White
House let it be known in emphatic terms
that the President has no such intention.

Some senators who thought they had an
inside view of what the President was

today was unequivecal in its terms, how-
ever, that the President had not thought
of going before Congress to speak on the
subject.

NOT INVOLVED IN INCIDENT.

Officials Exonerate Alfred Benning-
haus From Connection With Shooting

SAULT STE MARIE, Michs, August 25.
—Canadian and Amerigan government
officials have formally denied that Al-
fred Benninghaus, a prominent local
merchant, was involved in any way in
the incident August 20, which caused
American soldiers to flre on a launch in
St. Mary’'s river. It is claimed that one
of the soldiers who reported the inci-
dent informed newspaper men that
Benninghaus was in the launch. It de-
veloped later, according to the authori-
ties, that the man’'s name was Benoit.

Mr. Benninghaus, a native of Canada,
has on more than one occasion proved
his loyalty to the Canadian and Ameri-
can military forces, local officials said
today. He Is the owner of a launch,
which Is quite well known on the river,
but the boat was not in use at the time
of the shooting.

MAY SETTLE MINE TROUBLE.

Secretary Wilson Likely to Know
Result of His Efforts Today.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala, August 25.—Sec-
retary of Labor Wilson probably will know
before night If he has been successful
in his efforts to bring about a settlement
of differeances between union coal miners
and mine operators of the Alabama dis-
trict. -

Although the Secretary declined to dis-
cuss the progress of the conferences with
the miners and operators, it was expected
that before night both smides to the con-
troversy would make known their ac-
ceptance or rejection of suggestions look- Y
ing to an agreement.

Becretary Wilson has announced it as
his intention to remain in Bi ham as
long as there is hope of an amicable set-

MORE LBERALRULE
RELATINGT0 RAFT

President Advises Radical
Change in the Policy Toward
Married Men.

LETTER TO WAR SECRETARY

A radical change from tHe stiff and un-
lenient exemption policy in the case of
married men drafted for Army service
may be expected following the receipt of
the President's views on the subject by
the War Department.

Those who have seen the President's
communications declare that the exemp-
tion of married men will depend on
whether or not thers is a family actually

No Ruthless Beverances.

It also seems clear that the President
does not desire to break up family rela-
tions ruthlessly, and that hereafter there
will be less talk of drafting a married
man If his father or father-in-law seems
able to take care of the wife and children.
Ofilclals today said they believed irmly now
that the only cases where married men
would be drafted are those where the man
has money enough to support his wife and
children while he is away.

The War Department's view has led
to many injustices, it is freely admitted
in official circles, but it is known that
the President has taken a firm hand in
the situation and will endeavor to see
that they continue no longer. Many
senators have protested to the Presi-
dent concerning the manner in which
Young married men have been taken
for the Army, leaving their families
under the humiliation of asking for
support from relatives.

Authority Under Draft Law.

As the Presldent is empowered by the
draft law to make the regulations un-
der which It will be carried out, the
effect of his letter to Secretary Baker
is to throw his influence toward a more
liberal pollcy for exemption of married
men than heretofore has been pursued
by the provost marshal general's office.

It is no secret that the President's

view i2 in open conflict with the inter-
pretation placed at present upon. the
law by the Army officers who are ad-
ministering it. They contend that, as
the history of the law shows that Con-
gress voted down amendments favor-
able to married men, they have no legal
authority to exempt them except on the
grounds of dependency alone,

Views Expressed to Senator Weeks.
Presldent Wilson's view, as forecast

| in his recent letter to*Senator Weeks,

is that the taking of married men and
heads of families should be avoided
least on the first draft. - S
The President’s letter probabl¥y will
be made public later by Secretary
Baker.
Provost Marshal General Crowder is
conferring with Secretary Baker on the
suggestions made by President Wilson
in his *letter, and a statement on the
subject will be issued later.
————

ENTERS UPON HIS DUTIES
AT SALARY OF $1 A YEAR

At a salary of §1 a year, Arthur W.
Fairchild, prominent Milwaukee at-
torney, today took up his position as
confidential adviser to Commissioner
Davies of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, in connection with the latter's
supervision of the commission's inves-
tigation of the meat packing industry.
Mr. Fairchild also is to act as chief
assistant to Francis J. Heney. general
counsel for the commission in its food
cost and distribution probe.

The matter of supplying Wisconsin
and other northwestern states with

coal at reasonable prices, particularly
during the present period of coal
shortage in the northwest, will re-
ceive Mr. Falrchild’'s immediate at-
tention. He is to help thoge officials
of the commission who have this spe-
cific matter directly in thelr charge.

FINDS CONCERTED ACTION
TO RAISE PRICE OF PAPER

Charges of concerted action to raise
book paper prices were made by the
Federal Trade Commission today in for-
mal complaints filled against twenty-

tiement. . - v

three manufacturers and the head of
their bureau of statistics, :

ENGLISH THOUGHT
WAS NOT OF WAR

Blame for Conflict Placed
Squarely on Germany by
Lord Robert Cecil.

BERLIN EAGER FOR FRAY

By the Associnted Presas.

LONDON, August 25.—"I see they
agaln are talking in Germany about
Y%ow England started the war,” re-
marked Lord Robert Cecll, minister of
blockade, In his weekly talk yesterday
with the Associated Press. “It is an
old song. but 1 think the time has
come, particularly in the United States,
when it Is well to restate briefly the
bald facts regarding the beginning of
this great conflict.

“Frankly, I do not think any one
anywhere can honestly believe that
England began the war. If any person
had arisen in a public assemblage in
this country two weeks before te war
began and asserted that in a fortnight
we would be plunged into the greatest
international conflict the world has
ever seen, the speaker would have been
regarded by everybody as a dangerous
lunatic. Our people's thoughts were
the farthest possible from war and
our statesmen were overwhelmingly
occupled with domestic affairs, partic-
uiarly the Irish question, to the almost

complete exclusion of ° international
polities.

Warnings Fell on Deaf Ears.

“It is true that some of our people
had been saying for a year or more
before that time that Germany intended
to attack us, but their warnings fell
on deaf ears, so much so that no prep-
arations were made,

“Certainly we did not start the war.
Who did? 1 think the answer is un-
questionable. For at least a year be-
fore the war began Germany had defi-
nitely made up her mind te fight.

“An Italian writer has told us how, in
1913, Germany approached the Italian
government with a view to taking ac-
tion in the Balkans, but Iltaly =aid
she would regard such a war as of-
fensive and not defensive and wounld
not lend her support. Germany with-
drew her proposals, as =he did not
think she then was strong enough to
go it alone.

Crown Prince Desired War.

“American Ambassador Gerard has
told us the German crown prince made
no secret of his desire for war, and
that he even expressed the hope that
it would come before his father died;
and he added that if it dld not come
before his father died it would come
as soon as he, namely, the crown
prince, ascended the throne.

“‘Balfour's secretary, Ian Malcolm, has
also quoted his conversation with the
crown prince in which the prince sug-
gested that England and Germany
should combine to destroy France.

“There iz no question but that Ger-
many had made up her
where about the summer of
be the best time for war, this because
the new French military service act
would not become effective and the
Russjan strategic railways would not
vet be ready. Moreover, they knew
thoroughly the new conditlons of cor-
ruption in Russian official life and
hoped our domestic preoccupations
would keep us out, although they were
determined to go on with their plans
whether we stayed out or not.

Welcomed England’s Entrance.

“In every country there are men of
many different opinions. The extreme
War party in Germany actually wel-
comed and desired our entrance, as it
gave them an opportunity to kill twe
birds with one stone., The wiser ones
no doubt hoped we would stay out so
they could take us singly later, fol-
lowed still later, as Ambassador Gerard
has pointed out, by the United States.

““This was the situation in Germany
when the Sarajeve murders came and
gave the war party its eagerly awaited
opportunity. The Austrians deliversed
their ultimatum to Serbian. There is no
reasonable doubt that the ultimatums
were submitted to Germany and approved.
and there is no doubt it was then and
there decided that whatever was Serbia's
answer they would proceed against Bel-
grade. The ultfmatum was couched in
such arrogant terms that a favorable re-
ply was difficult, but little Serbia managed
to pen readily that which practically ac-
quiesced in all the principal demands and
agreed to submit the remainder to The
Hague tribunal. Nevertheless, the Teu-
tons moved on Belgrade.

Sir Edward Grey Balked.

“You are familiar with the efforts which
the English foreign secretary, Sir Edward
Grey, made to have the Teuton demands
submitted to arbitration or conversation.
The Teutons brushed all efforts aside.

“Meanwhile Russia, who could not
stand 1dly by while Serbla was being
crushed, began mobilization. France
entered mext. Then came our demand
on Germany for an understanding in
respect to the neutrality of Belgium, an
understanding which France had al-
ready cheerfully given. Such an under-
standing being refused, we came in.

““That is the simple story of the wars
origin. The most crushing indictment|
aganst the central powers i{s that they
over and over again rejected all pro-
posals for conferences on the ecve of
war—oconferences which must inevita-
bly have resulted in averting the con-
flict, because it would have been shown
how flimsy was the whole structure |
upon which the central powers were|
starting the world war™ |

VOTE ON GENERAL STRIKE.

Taken Today by Men Employed in
Seattle Shipyards.

SEATTLE, Wash, August 25 —Be-
tween 10,000 and 12,000 of the lﬁ.ouﬁi
men employed in the shipyards of)
Seattle voted today on the question of |
a general sirike. The result of the
vote will not be known until Monday.

Both sides assert that the entire solu-
tion of the guestions involved in the
demand for a general wage increase is
in the hands of the United States ship-
ping board, which, at its recent Wash-
ington conference with representatives,
of the shipbuilding trades, failed 1o
make any wage ruling to cover this
district.

OFFICIALS HOLD RUSSIAN,

Boris de Laskine, Detained in San!

Francisco, Claims to Be Diplomat.
SAN FRANCISCO, August 25.—Boris
Laskine, who is detained today b
dgentn of the Department of Justlcé‘:
xima to be a Russlan diplomat and
the bearer of important dispatches to
the Department of State in Washing-
ton, concerning developments in the

Russian mt:;rmr:e;toul sl::intion.

He was en in custody ¥
on ;ll arrival from Honolulun, m
partment of Justice operatives would
not indicate their reason for detaining
him,

A large package bearing the seal of
the Russian government, was  found

among his effects,

some-
-would.

HOUSTON IS FREED
OF NEGRO RIOTERS

Soldiers Who Shot Up Town
Disarmed and Sent to
Columbus, N. M.

GEN. BELL BEGINS INQUIRY

By the Assoclated Press.

HOUSTON, Tex., August 25 —The negro
soldiers of the 24th Infantry, who Thurs-
day night took part in shooting In the
streets that killed seventeen persons, wers
taken from here and started toward Co=
lumbus, N. M., early today. Among them
were the thirty-four men charged with
murder by District Attorney Johm H.
Crocker.

The entire £33 members of the battalion,
which came here four weeks ago to guard
Camp Logan during construction, wers
entrained by daybreak and shortly after
the train started westward. Maj K. 8.
Snow did not accompany the battallon, as
he has been detailed as major to the Na=
tional Army camp at Little Rock, Ark.

With the arrival today of Maj. Gen,
George Bell, jr., investigation of
shooting was scheduled to begin,

Trial by Military Court.

The fate of the hundred or more n
soldiers, who are alleged to have
ticipated in the rioting today is in
hande of military, notwith
decision of District Attorney John
Crooker in filing murder
again=t thirty-four of the men.
Bell indicated that there was
possibility of any of the men belng
turned here for civil trial.

1 assume,” Gen. Bell said, “that
local authorities will seek to try
men against whom charges have
filad. However, their disposition
the hands of the military. They
court-martialed.”

Gen. Bell declined to discuss
for court-martial or to comment on
statement last night of Maj. Snow
conditions at Camp Logan
night were “practically mutiny.”
pointed out, however, that mutiny
time of war was punishable by
Gen. Bell went to Camp te con-
fer with Maj. Snow shortly before noon.

District Attorney Crooker, when he
learned this mornimg that the thirty-
four men held in the Harris county
jail had been removed and sent to Co=
lumbus with thelr comrades, said: s ©

“I don't think they would have takem
them away so easily if 1 had had £
power to issue warrants against

The departure of the battalion
Columbus appreciably lessened
sion 4n Houston, although
hour the authorities took firm
the situation there had been
of any serious trouble. MaJj.
that while no charges had yet
ferred against the more than
who marched through the San
district shooting at random,
might be “very serious.” e

“It was not mutiny in the sense the
word is ;Bneﬂ.l.ly‘u.ged." hLo EM..

there was X
commands. leaving the camp the

. committed murder.”
? re were no commissioned officers
among the men who did the
The non-commissioned officers with
shooters were Sergt. Henry and Corpa.
Wheatley, Brown, Snodgrass, Moore
and Tillman. 4 i

Shooting in the Camp.

There was shooting in the camp be<
fore the men marched to the city, he
zaid, and he pointed to a bullet hole
in the frame of a &hack as proof.
This shooting was indiscriminate, hows
ever, the captain said, and he did
not believe any of the bullets wers
directed at him. He was unarmed as
he went among the negroes command-
ing them to remain quiet. Maj. Snow
has sent his official report of the
to Maj. Gen. James Parker at Fort Sam
Houston. .

Disarmed and quiet, the men worked
steadily nearly all night in preparation
for the trip to Columbus., Every pre-
caution was taken to avoid any troubls
as departure was made. The chief fear
of the authorities was that some one
might attempt interference at the last
moment. Ag a result, the vigilance of
the white guard around the camp and -
the soldiers and civillans who patrolled
the streets was strained to the utmost.
With 502 men of the 19th Infantry from
Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio and
250 regulars from Fort Crockett,
Galveston, on hand protection was
thought to be adegquate.

Fianked by a full battalion of the 19th
Infantry, under Col. Millard F. Walts,
and three companies of the Coast Ar-
tillery from Fort Crockett, the necgro
soldiers were marched four abreast to
the arade grounds, where their arms
were stacked. a.'my trucks then loaded
the rifies and ammunition and conveyed
them to the camp storeheuse, where they
were placed under heavy guard.

Blame on Dead Sergeant. .

The first step taken hy the local ane
thorities following Gen. Bell's arrival
was to give him the statements gath-
ered from Private James Bivins, Risley
Young and Le Roy Pinkett by District
Attorney John H. Crooker,

These agree in declarations that Sergt.
Vida Henry, who lost his life in the
disturbance, was the ringleader. They
say he formed the company in line, led
it from camp. issued orders and threw
out rear and point flank guards for pro-
tection. All the statements conform im
the declaration that there was no drink-
ing, and theat the trouble began over &
report that Corp. Baltimore of Company
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|1 had been shot by mounted officers.

The body of Capt. Joseph W. Mattes,

Battery A, 2d 1llincis Field Artillery,

lwho was killed while riding with a po-

lice officer to the scene of the shoo
was sent to his relatives in Illi
today.

All but three of the men who took

part in the shooting have been ae=-
counted for
Militaty officials, state and federal,

refuse to discuss the seriousness of the
offense and the punishment in store for
the negro soldiers, They indicate that

any statement of this nature must
come from Maj. Gen. Bell or from
Southern Department headquarters,

They had no comment either to make
on the action of state officials In fillng
murder charges against the negroes
who were arrested. Maj. Snow has be-
gun organization of a court-martial to
inquire into the rioting and

punishment against the men concerned,

Bodies of Victims Mutilated.

Indignation over the outbreak was
particularly expressed because of the
savageness displayed by the negroes
toward the white police officers, who
were slain and whose bodies Iin .n.:;g
every instance had been hacked
bayonels.

C,;nef of Police Brock has issued &
statement concerning the cause of the
riot, in which he asserted both he and
Lieut. Shekergian of the 24th Infantry
had conferred for two hours Thu
afternoon regarding the possibility

an outbreak and preventive measures
to be taken. Nelther, however, believed .
the trouble would reach a crisis se
uickly, the chief asserting fear 2 4
Ehnt a dispute between one of his o

cers and a negro sergeant might provwe
the spark to start a oo
Capt. Tuggle, commanding M‘ 1




